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THE  1804  DOLLAR. 

A TRUE  STORY 

(Continued  from  March  issue) 

No  restrictions  being  at  that  time  placed  upon  the  movements  of  the 
recruits,  I had  no  difficulty  of  obtaining  permission  to  absent  my- 
self during  the  day,  and  again  found  myself  in  the  doctor’s  office. 

We  soon  fell  into  an  interesting  conversation,  and  finding  in  him  a 
sympathetic  listener,  I fully  unburdened  myself  to  him,  telling  him 
of  my  past  troubles  and  hopes  for  the  future.  The  doctor  highly 
approved  of  my  determination  to  join  the  Union  Army  and  assured  me 
that  he  would  be  pleased  to  hear  from  me  and  to  have  me  call  again 
when  the  campaign,  which  he  supposed  would  be  short  and  decisive, 
was  ended.  Then  he  arose  and  bid  me  accompany  him  to  the  bank  where 
the  money  for  the  dollar  was  to  be  paid  me.  In  the  hall  we  met  a 
girlish  figure  of  which  I had  caught  a glimpse  the  evening  before 
during  my  first  interview  with  the  doctor.  ”My  daughter  Adelia,  Mr. 
Houghton."  I bowed  low  and  passed  on  stammering  a few  words  of  com- 
monplace politeness.  At  the  bank  I got  the  $1,000.  I sent  the 
greater  part  of  the  sum  to  a Boston  friend  for  the  maintainance  of 
my  dear  sisters,  whose  immediate  future  was  now  safe  from  trouble 
and  want,  and  joined  my  company  and  Regiment  at  the  City  Hall  bar- 
racks. 

Three  months  later  the  disastrous  battle  of  Bull  Run  had  been  fought. 
My  regiment  posted  on  Centreville  Heights,  on  the  extreme  left  of 
the  line,  had  scarcely  fired  a shot,  yet  it  was  my  ill  luck,  while 
on  the  skirmish  line,  to  be  hit  by  a stray  bullet;  my  left  arm  was 
shattered,  and  I was  again  in  New  York,  in  the  ward  of  a hospital, 
already  filling  fast  with  disabled  soldiers  from  the  field.  My 
wound  was  not  serious,  but  lack  of  proper  treatment  had  produced 
inflammation,  a high  fever  set  in,  and  for  several  days  I was  in  a 
critical  condition.  Fortunately  for  me.  Dr.  Edwards  was  one  of  the 
physicians  appointed  by  the  government  to  care  for  wounded  soldiers 
sent  to  New  York.  During  a visit  of  inspection  made  by  him  in  the 
hospital  where  I lay  delirious,  he  recognized  in  me  the  young  man 
whose  acquaintance  he  had  made  under  such  peculiar  circumstances, 
and  from  that  moment  I was  safe.  Not  only  was  everything  done  for 
me  that  skill  and  a thorough  knowledge  of  surgery  could  accomplish, 
but  I was  visited  by  his  daughter  and  other  ladies,  who  came  each 
day  with  flowers  and  books  to  amuse  me  and  cheer  my  drooping  spir- 
its. During  my  convalescence  my  visits  to  the  doctor’s  charming 
house  became  more  and  more  frequent.  The  admiration  I entertained 
for  Miss  Edwards  quickly  ripened  into  love;  indeed  it  was  soon  un- 
derstood between  us  that  when  the  war  was  over  we  were  to  meet 
again  never  to  part  from  each  other. 

Of  my  experience  in  the  Army  during  the  following  three  years  I 
shall  say  little;  it  suffices  to  know  that  occasions  to  perform 
one’s  duty  were  frequent  nor  were  opportunities  for  advancement 
lacking.  In  short,  from  the  ranks  I was  appointed  to  a second 
lieutenanancy , then  my  progress  to  the  command  of  my  regiment  was 
rapid . 
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At  the  expiration  of  two  years'  services  I was  appointed  a Brigadier 
General  of  Volunteers,  and  returned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  shar- 
its  privations,  participating  in  its  defeats  and  victories,  until  the 
glorious  day  of  Appomiatox,  when  it  was  miy  good  fortune  to  see  our  ex- 
hausted foe  yield  to  superior  power. 

On  my  return  to  New  York  in  1865,  I found  miy  self  in  a position  quite 
different  fromi  the  trying  one  of  former  days.  On  account  of  services 
in  the  Armiy  I had  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  a lucrative  position  in 
the  revenue  service;  miV  miarriage  with  Miss  Edwards  took  place  shortly 
afterward,  and  then  miy  sisters  joined  us  in  our  new  city  homie.  A few 
iuc.<y  investmients  enabled  me  to  enter  into  extensive  and  successful 
business  undertakings.  At  his  death  in  1868,  Dr.  Edwards  bequeathed 
to  mie  his  very  fine  cabinet  of  American  coins,  thus  again  placing  me 
in  possession  of  the  1804  Dollar.  An  examiination  and  classification 
of  his  collection  developed  in  me  a taste  for  gathering  old  coins, 
and  since  then  I may  be  said  to  have  devoted  m.y  moments  of  leisure 
to  this  interesting  and  fascinating  pursuit.  My  married  life  has 
been  happy,  and  now,  when  miy  hair,  tinged  with  gray,  admonishes  me 
that  the  eventful  years  of  miy  life  are  a thing  of  the  past,  I can 
yet  look  back  and  say  fromi  the  bottomi  of  my  heart,  "My  life  has  been 
blessed . " 

****** 

When  Houghton  ceased  speaking  I startled  up  as  fromi  a deep  reverie, 
the  story  of  his  happiness  brought  back  to  my  fevered  brain  the  vivid 
recollections  I would  fain  drive  from  me;  there  flashed  before  my 
eyes  the  vision  of  a blue-eyed  maiden,  wooed  and  won  by  mie,  suddenly 
torn  fromi  miy  side  to  perish  in  black  yawning  waters,  while  I,  hold- 
ing her  up  with  miy  utmiost  strength  vainly  attempted  to  give  my  life 
to  save  hers;  then  the  long  days  of  utter  dispair,  the  wanderings  in 
distant  lands,  the  aimilessness  of  miy  life,  the  barren  results,  con- 
trasted with  Houghton's  over-flowing  cup  of  joy, --all  these  caused  a 
feeling  of  utter  wretchedness  which  could  not  be  suppressed,  nor 
concealed.  I arose,  miechanically  shook  my  friend’s  hand  and  bid  him 
adieu,  scarcely  listening  to  his  urgent  entreaty  to  remain  his  guest 
during  the  night.  And  whither  my  next  steps?  I am  hastening  now 
along  the  deserted  avenue,  the  rain  beating  miy  face,  and  the  stormi- 
wind  howling  fromi  every  quarter,  for  the  equinoctial  storm  has  arisen 
in  all  its  fury.  At  niy  feet,  crouching  against  the  iron  railing  of 
a fashionable  church,  lies  an  old  decrepid  creature,  to  whomi  I toss 
a handful  of  coins,  then  pass  on  with  swifter  pace.  To  miy  hotel,  a 
few  hours  of  rest,  and  tomorrow  I shall  be  off  for  Equador  with  the 
party  of  scientific  gentlemen,  now  stopping  at  this  hotel,  sent  by 
the  French  governmient  to  miake  a geological  survey  of  the  high  mioun- 
tain  valleys  of  the  Andes. 

****** 

Extract  fromi  the  correspondence  of  the  N.Y.  Tribune. 

Quito,  December  31,  1880 

*’‘*Among  the  gentlemen  who  were  lately  overwhelmed  in  the  Ricochito 
abyss,  miidway  between  Cayemibe  and  Cotopax;  and  whose  lives  were  sac- 
rificed to  their  scientific  zeal,  was  Mr.  Louis  Montague,  miemiber  of 
an  influential  New  Yor<  family.  Before  his  departure  from  Quito,  he 


-3- 


left  at  the  American  Consulate  certain  effects,  and  a small  but  heavy 
steel  chest  containing  a valuable  collection  of  coins  and  medals, 
gathered  together  by  him  in  his  long  voyages  around  the  world,  with 
instructions  that  in  case  of  accident  or  death  this  box  should  be 
forwarded  without  being  opened,  to  General  F.  H.,  your  well-known 
townsman.  The  tragical  death  of  this  estimable  gentleman  forcibly 
recalls  to  my  mind  the  sad  misfortune  which  befell  him  some  twenty 
years  ago,  when  he  and  his  bride,  the  charming  and  accomplished 
daughter  of  the  late  Judge  Lester,  unfortunately  found  themselves 
passengers  on  board  the  ill-fated  Sound  steamer  Manhattan  while  on 
its  last  trip  from  New  York  to  Providence.  During  the  night  the 
boat  took  fire;  the  captain  and  many  passengers  perishing  in  the 
flames  or  in  their  vain  attempts  to  man  the  life-boats.  Montague 
was  picked  up  towards  morning  by  a passing  brig,  holding  in  one  arm 
the  lifeless  body  of  his  bride,  while  he  clung  desperately  with  the 
other  to  a floating  plank.  The  shock  of  this  cruel  loss  upon  his 
mind  was  so  great  that  for  several  months  his  friends  seriously  be- 
lieved him  demented,  but  he  finally  recovered  sufficiently  to  seek 
forgetfulness  of  his  trouble  abroad.  After  years  of  constant  trav- 
eling, during  which  he  visited  almost  every  country  of  the  globe, 
he  lately  returned  to  New  York  and  had  given  his  friends  positive 
assurance  that  he  had  come  back  to  stay,  and  that  he  desired  to 
enter  his  brother’s  law  firm.  For  some  reason,  still  unexplained, 
he  suddenly  disappeared  a few  weeks  after  his  arrival  in  New  York. 
Five  weeks  ago  he  arrived  here  with  the  French  party  of  geologists, 
whom  he  had  secretly  joined  in  New  York,  on  the  very  day  of  their 
departure  for  the  Isthmus.  At  the  hotel,  where  I called  upon  him 
several  times  at  the  request  of  common  New  York  friends,  he  was 
moody  and  at  times  melancholy,  yet  he  spoke  cheerfully  of  the  pros- 
pects of  the  expedition,  and  regretfully  of  having  again  left  New 
York,  and  his  dear  friend  General  H.  and  family,  to  whom  he  appeared 
to  be  extremely  attached.  Thus  perished  a man,  who,  possessing  all 
the  advantages  of  birth,  education,  and  social  position,  united  to 
the  finest  qualities  of  head  and  heart,  would  probably,  but  for  the 
one  terrible  accident,  have  attained  a distinguished  position  in 
his  native  land.  The  sudden  transition  from  a state  of  perfect 
happiness  to  the  long  and  desperate  struggle  in  the  water,  the  loss 
of  his  bride,  whose  life  had  probably  passed  away  long  before  he 
was  rescued,  had  reacted  with  terrible  force  upon  a fine  and  highly 
nervous  organism,  and  I,  who  have  known  him  somewhat  intimately 
during  the  last  30  years,  now  doubt  if  in  all  the  years  of  his  wan- 
derings he  was  ever  really  fully  rational  or  not!  I am  informed, 
at  the  American  Consulate,  that  the  box  containing  his  collection 
of  coins  and  medals  is  already  on  its  way,  and  will  reach  New  York 
by  the  same  steamer  as  this  letter. 

THE  END. 

********************************************iHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHf#**** 

At  long  last,  published  below  is  the  nearly  completed  list  of  Kagin 
and  Hollinbeck /Kagin  catalogues.  There  are  still  a couple  of  un- 
answered questions  within  the  series,  but  I believe  that  the  follow- 
ing listing  represents  the  most  complete  sequence  yet  published.  I 
wrote  to  Art  Kagin  some  months  ago,  requesting  certain  information 
which  might  have  fully  clarified  the  entire  run;  however,  at  this 
writing,  I have  received  no  reply. 


Each  catalogue  in  the  listing  will 
followed  by  the  number  assigned  by 
the  offering. 


NO  . 

KAGIN  NO. 

DATE 

1 

1 

3/15/1940 

2 

2 

3/31  /1941 

3 

3 

6/10/1941 

4 

4 

8/1  /1941 

5 

4 

9/19/1941 

6 

6 

11/14/1941 

7 

7 

1 /31  /1942 

8 

8 

4/30/1942 

9 

9 

6/26/1942 

10 

10 

8/7/1942 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 /7/1942 

12 

12 

1/15/1943 

13 

13 

UnKnown 

14 

14 

7/21  /1944 

15 

15 

9/15/1944 

16 

16 

1 1 /25  / 1944 

17 

17 

12/22/1944 

18 

18 

1 /26/1945 

19 

19 

3/10/1945 

20 

20 

4/5/1945 

21 

21 

5/2/1945 

22 

22 

6/1  /1945 

23 

23 

7/2/1945 

24 

24 

8/1  /1945 

25 

25 

9/1  /1945 

26 

26 

10/5/1945 

27 

27 

1 1 /10/1945 

28 

28 

12/8/1945 

29 

29 

1 /16/1946 

30 

30 

2/13/1946 

31 

31 

3/25/1946 

32 

32 

4/26/1946 

33 

33 

5/25/1946 

34 

34 

6/24/1946 

35 

35 

7/27/1946 

36 

36 

8/24/1946 

37 

37 

9/21  /1946 

38 

38 

10/18/1946 

39 

39 

1 1 /15/1946 

40 

40 

12/10/1946 

4 1 

4 1 

1 /7/1947 

be  given  a new  catalogue  number, 
Kagin,  along  with  the  date  of 


REMARKS 


Mis-titled  as  No.  il 


A stapled  mimeographed  mail  bid 
sale  issued  by  the  firm.  Both 
Art  & Paul  Kagin  were  at  this 
time  in  the  military,  and  the 
sale  was  catalogued  by  someone 
else,  perhaps  J.  S.  Schreiber 
who  was  manager  of  the  firm’s 
Omaha  shop. 

In  all  likelihood,  another  sale 
in  format  as  No.  12.  Not  seen, 
but  have  evidence  of  its  existence. 


NO 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 

49 

50 

51 

52 

53 

54 

55 

56 

57 

58 

59 

60 

61 

62 

63 

64 

65 

66 

67 

68 

69 

70 

71 

72 

73 

74 

75 

76 

77 

78 

79 

80 

81 

82 

83 

84 

85 

86 

87 

88 

89 

90 

91 

92 

93 

94 
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KAGIN  NO. 

DATE 

REMARKS 

42-43 

2/5/1947 

Titled  No.  42-43 

44 

3/5/1947 

45 

4/5/1947 

46 

5/7/1947 

47 

6/5/1947 

48 

7/5/1947 

8-PT.  II 

8/5/1947 

49 

9/5/1947 

50 

10/1/1947 

51 

1 1 /5/1947 

52 

12/5/1947 

53 

1/10/1948 

54 

2/14/1948 

55 

3/8/1948 

56 

4/13/1948 

57 

5/3/1948 

38-59-60 

5/29/1948  & 
6/2/1948 

Titled  Nos.  58-59-60 

61 

7/7/1948 

62 

8/7/1948 

63 

9/10/1948 

64 

1 1 /2/1948 

65 

1 1/10/1948 

66 

12/15/1948 

67 

1 /20/1949 

68 

2/17/1949 

69 

3/19/1949 

70 

4 /27/ 1949 

71 

5/26/1949 

72 

6/25/1949 

73 

7/25/1949 

74 

8/15/1949 

75 

9/12/1949 

76 

10/15/1949 

77 

1 1 /28/1949 

78 

12/30/1949 

79 

1 /25/1950 

81 

2/24/1950 

No  evidence  that  sale  No.  80 
was  published.  Unknown  by  the 
many  collectors  responding. 

82 

3/30/1950 

83 

4/25/1950 

84 

5/27/1950 

85 

6/28/1950 

86 

7/24/1950 

87 

8/17/1950 

88 

9/12/1950 

90 

10/24/1950 

No  evidence  of  sale  No.  89. 

91 

1 1 /20/1950 

93 

12/7/1950 

No  evidence  of  sale  No.  92. 

94 

1 /24/1951 

95 

2/28/1951 

97 

3/26/1951 

No  evidence  of  sale  No.  96. 

98 

4/20/1951 

99 

5/14/1951 

100 

6/14/1951 

NO 

95 

96 

97 

98 

99 

100 

101 

102 

103 

104 

105 

106 

107 

108 

109 

1 10 

1 1 1 

1 12 

113 

114 

115 

1 16 

1 17 

118 

1 19 

120 

121 

122 

123 

124 

125 

126 

127 

128 

129 

130 

131 

132 

133 

134 

135 

136 

137 

138 

139 

140 

141 

142 

143 

144 

145 

146 

147 

148 

149 

150 
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N NO. 

DATE 

REMARKS 

101 

7/21/1951 

103 

8/16/1951 

No 

evidence 

of 

sale 

No. 

102 

105 

9/20/1951 

No 

evidence 

of 

sale 

No. 

104 

107 

10/25/1951 

No 

evidence 

of 

sale 

No. 

106 

109 

1 1 /28/1951 

No 

evidence 

of 

sale 

No. 

108 

1 1 1 

12/31/1951 

No 

evidence 

of 

sale 

No. 

110 

113 

1/31  / 1952 

No 

evidence 

of 

sale 

No. 

112 

115 

2/29/1952 

No 

evidence 

of 

sale 

No. 

1 14 

117 

3/27/1952 

No 

evidence 

of 

sale 

No. 

1 16 

1 19 

4/28/1952 

No 

evidence 

of 

sale 

No. 

118 

121 

5/31/1952 

No 

evidence 

of 

sale 

No. 

120 

123 

6/30/1952 

No 

evidence 

of 

sale 

No. 

122 

125 

7/28/1952 

No 

evidence 

of 

sale 

No. 

124 

128 

8/28/1952 

No 

evidence 

of 

sales 

No. 

126/127 

131 

9/30/1952 

No 

evidence 

of 

sales 

No. 

129/130 

134 

10/31/1952 

No 

evidence 

of 

sales 

No. 

132/133 

137 

11/29/1952 

No 

evidence 

of 

sales 

No. 

135/136 

140 

12/31/1952 

No 

evidence 

of 

sales 

No. 

138/139 

143 

1 /31  /1953 

No 

evidence 

of 

sales 

No. 

141/142 

146 

2/28/1953 

No 

evidence 

of 

sales 

No. 

144/145 

149 

3/30/1953 

No 

evidence 

of 

sales 

No. 

147/148 

152 

4/30/1953 

No 

evidence 

of 

sales 

No. 

150/151 

154 

5/29/1953 

No 

evidence 

of 

sale 

No. 

153 

157 

6/26/1953 

No 

evidence 

of 

sales 

No. 

155/156 

160 

7/18/1953 

No 

evidence 

of 

sales 

No. 

158/159 

162 

8/12/1953 

No 

evidence 

of 

sale 

No. 

161 

164 

9/12/1953 

No 

evidence 

of 

sale 

No. 

163 

166 

10/31/1953 

No 

evidence 

of 

sale 

No. 

165 

168 

1 1 /30/1953 

No 

evidence 

of 

sale 

No. 

167 

170 

12/31/1953 

No 

evidence 

of 

sale 

No. 

169 

172 

1 /30/1954 

No 

evidence 

of 

sale 

No. 

171 

174 

2/27/1954 

No 

evidence 

of 

sale 

No. 

173 

176 

3/31/1954 

No 

evidence 

of 

sale 

No. 

175 

178 

4/28/1954 

No 

evidence 

of 

sale 

No. 

177 

180 

5/29/1954 

No 

evidence 

of 

sale 

No. 

179 

182 

7/9/1954 

No 

evidence 

of 

sale 

No. 

181 

184 

8/7/1954 

No 

evidence 

of 

sale 

No. 

183 

186 

9/10/1954 

No 

evidence 

of 

sale 

No. 

185 

188 

10/28/1954 

No 

evidence 

of 

sale 

No. 

187 

190 

1 1 /30/1954 

No 

evidence 

of 

sale 

No. 

189 

191 

12/31/1954 

192 

2/28/1955 

193 

3/23/1955 

194 

4/28/1955 

195 

5/24/1955 

197 

6/30/1955 

No 

evidence 

of 

sale 

No. 

196 

198 

7/30/1955 

199 

9/23/1955 

200 

1 1 /25/1955 

201 

2/11  /1956 

202 

3/20/1956 

203 

4/30/1956 

204 

5/25/1956 

205 

7/16/1956 

206 

8 / 13/1956 

207 

9/10/1956 

NO. 

151 

152 

153 

154 

155 

156 

157 

158 

159 

160 

161 

162 

163 

164 

165 

166 

167 

168 

169 

170 

171 

172 

173 

174 

175 

176 

177 

178 

179 

180 

I8l 

182 

183 

184 

185 

186 

187 

188 

189 

190 

191 

192 

193 

194 

195 

196 

197 

198 

199 

200 

201 
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KAGIN  NO.  DATE  REMARKS 

208  UNKNOWN  Not  reported  by  any  of  my  re- 

spondents, but  in  all  probability 
does  exist,  due  to  length  of  time 


209 

1 /31 /1957 

elapsing  between  sales  207  & 209. 

210 

2/11/1957 

211 

5/15/1957 

212 

7/15/1957 

213 

8/12/1957 

214 

10/31/1957 

215 

1 1 /30/1957 

Some  catalogues  show  Sale  No.  214 

216 

2/10/1958 

217 

4/29/1958 

218 

5/31/1958 

219 

6/30/1958 

220 

8/30/1958 

221 

10/18/1958 

222 

1 1 /29/1958 

223 

1 /24/1959 

224 

4/13/1959 

Some  catalogues  show  Sale  No.  223 

225 

5/29/1959 

No  Sale  No.  indicated 

226 

6/24/1959 

227 

8/1/1959 

228 

9/12/1959 

229 

11/18/1959 

230 

12/19/1959 

No  Sale  No.  indicated 

231 

1 /29/1960 

232 

2/29/1960 

233 

4/21/1960 

234 

6/15/1960 

235 

9/8/1960 

236 

10/22/1960 

237 

12/19/1960 

Some  catalogues  show  Sale  No.  238 

238 

4/24/1961 

239 

6/3/1961 

240 

9/18/1961 

241 

12/15/1961 

242 

2/26/1962 

243 

6/16/1962 

244 

7/30/1962 

Some  catalogues  show  7/28/1962 

245 

10/17/1962 

246 

12/22/1962 

247 

2/4/1963 

248 

4/15/1963 

249 

UNKNOWN 

Existence  doubtful.  It  is  possible 

250-1 

6/29/1963 

that  some  of  the  4/15/1963  cata- 
logues state  No.  249  (?). 

Quarter  Millenium  Sale  Part  I 

250-11 

8/28/1963 

Quarter  Millenium  Sale  Part  II 

252 

12/30/1963 

250-III 

3/5/1964 

Quarter  Millenium  Sale  Part  III 

250-IV 

8/31/1964 

Quarter  Millenium  Sale  Part  IV 

255(?  ) 

9/3/1964 

250-V 

1 1 /24/1964 

Quarter  Millenium  Sale  Part  V 

250-YI 

2/22/1965 

Quarter  Millenium  Sale  Part  VI 

258 

6/3/1965 

NO  . 

202 

203 

204 

205 

206 

207 

208 

209 

210 

21  1 

212 

213 

214 

215 

216 

217 

218 

219 

220 

221 

222 

223 

224 

225 

226 

227 

228 

229 

230 

231 

232 

233 

234 

235 

236 

237 

238 

239 

240 

241 

242 

243 

244 

245 

246 

247 

248 

249 

250 

251 

252 

253 

254 

255 
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KAGIN  NO. 

259 

260 
26  1 
262 

263 

264 

265 

266 

267 

268 

269 

270 

271 

272 

273 

274 

275 

276 

277 

278 

279 

280 

281 

282 

283 

284 

285 

286 

287 

288 

289 

290 

291 

292 

293 

294 

295 

296 

297 


298 

299 

300 
301 
302 

303 

304 

305 

306 

307 

308 

309 

310 

311 

312 


DATE 

8/4/1965 
9/16/1965 
12/2/1965 
1 /27  /1966 
4/25/1966 
6/30/1966 
7/30/1966 
10/27/1966 
1 1 /28/  1966 
1 /12/1967 
3/13/1967 
4/21  /1967 
6/19/1967 
8/21  /1967 
9/30/1967 
1 1 /27/  1967 
1 / 15/ 1968 
3/9/1968 
5/6/1968 
6/24/1968 
9/16/1968 
1 1 /27/  1968 

I /10/1969 
3/24/1969 
5/5/1969 
7/21/1969 
9/23/1969 

I I /12/1969 
1 /9/ 1970 
3/19/1970 
6/25/1970 
8/31  /1970 
9/30/1970 

1 /25/1971 

4/9/1971 

7/15/1971 

11/22/1971 

2/29/1972 

5/31/1972 


9/11  /1972 
1 /10/1973 
4/16/1973 
1 1 /2/1973 
7/12/1974 
9/16/1974 
11/1  /1974 
1 /3/1975 
4/18/1975 
7/11  /1975 
10/22/1976 
8/23/1977 
10/21  /1977 
5/12/1978 
7/14/1978 


REMARKS 


Sale  may  have  been  postponed  to 
6/3/1972,  as  some  catalogues  seen 
have  this  date  penciled  in. 
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NO. 

256 

257 

258 

259 

260 
261 
262 

263 

264 

265 

266 

267 

268 

269 

270 

271 

272 

273 

274 

275 

276 


KAGIN  NO. 


DATE 


REMARKS 


313 

314 

315 

316 

317 

318 

319 

320 
321 
322 

323 

324 

325 

326 

327 

328 

329 

330 

331 

332 

333 


9/29/1978 
1 /26/1979 
4/27/1979 
7/13/1979 
10/19/1979 
12/14/1979 
2/1/1980 
4/18/1980 
7/1 1/1980 
9/26/1980 
1 /30/1981 
6/19/1981 
9/25/1981 
2/26/1982 
6/4/1982 
10/1/1982 
1 /28/1983 
8/16/1983 
10/14/1983 
2/2/1984 
3/30/1984 


As  mentioned  at  the  outset,  the  listing  is  not  100%  complete,  but 
I believe  the  foregoing  information  is  about  99%  accurate-  The 
remiarks  columin  indicates  that  there  is  still  a bit  of  mystery  with 
regard  to  a few  sales;  however,  it  would  seem  that  the  total  number 
of  catalogues  emiitted  by  the  firm  is  closer  to  the  276  figure  than 
to  the  firmi’s  claim  of  333-  In  a couple  of  instances,  I have  given 
themi  the  benefit  of  the  doubt,  although  I still  maintain  reservations 
concerning  the  existence  of  the  pieces.  I welcome  additional  input 
f romi  readers,  and  any  new  discoveries  or  information  will  be  pub- 
lished in  future  issues. 

The  purpose  of  this  list  is  not  by  any  nieans  to  impugn  the  integrity 
of  Kagin’s.  Certainly,  a numismatic  firm  is  not  going  to  survive 
these  many  years  as  one  of  the  country’s  leading  dealerships  while 
lacking  the  highest  ethical  standards.  I have  done  very  little  bus- 
iness with  the  company,  have  no  axe  to  grind,  nor  any  quarrel  with 
the  mianner  in  which  they  conduct  their  dealings.  Rather,  this  list 
is  printed  to  assist  collectors  in  gaining  insight  into  exactly  what 
constitutes  a "comiplete”  set  of  Kagin’s  catalogues.  Pity  the  poor 
bibliophile  who  has  sales  111  and  113,  and  then  hunts  for  years  to 
locate  that  ever  elusive  number  112.  It  ain’t  gonna’  happen! 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  Remy  Bourne,  Martin 
Gengerke,  Scott  Rubin,  Jack  Collins,  Del  Bland,  Denis  Lcring  and 
Jesse  Patrick  who  all  contributed  greatly  to  the  listing. 

By  now,  miany  of  you  may  be  aware  of  the  outstanding  numismatic  lit- 
erature sale  to  be  held  by  George  Frederick  Kolbe  in  New  York,  on 
June  15.  The  auction  is  comiprised  priniarily  of  the  libraries  of 
Lester  Merkin  and  the  late  Richard  Picker.  For  the  first  timie,  a 
coHiplete  set  of  large  size  Chapman  catalogues  with  original  plates 
will  be  offered,  along  with  a nice  assortment  of  the  plated  small 
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size  sales  also  published  by  the  brothers.  In  addition,  there  are 
nurr.erous  rarities  in  virtually  all  fields  of  numismatics.  A nice 
run  of  Victor  Emmanuel  Ill’s  ’’Corpus  NumimiOrumi  Italicorumi”  highlights 
the  medieval  & modern  worKS.  A comiplete  set  of  the  ’’American  Jour- 
nal of  Numismatics,”  an  original  Attinelli,  two  original  ’’Early 
Coins  of  Amaerica”  by  3.  S.  Crosby,  an  original  Maris  on  the  ’’Coins 
of  New  Jersey,”  an  original  Frossard  ’’Monograph,”  and  many  other 
scarce  and  rare  works  abound  in  the  sale.  Aside  from  the  Chapmian 
catalogues,  two  item.s  which  are  certain  to  incite  furious  action 
are  a copy  of  the  fam^ed  Brobston  Collection  of  Half  Cents,  accomipan- 
ied  by  12  photographic  plates  showing  every  half  cent  in  the  cabi- 
net; and  one  of  only  twelve  copies  printed  of  the  inventory  of 
Philip  M.  Showers’  collection  of  Half  Cents  with  photographic  prints. 
Space  does  not  permiit  listing  all  of  the  fine  pieces  to  be  sold, 
but  this  sale  promiises  to  be  one  of  the  miemorabl e auctions  in  numiis- 
matic  literature  history.  Copies  of  the  catalogue  (hardbound),  are 
available  fromi  George  F.  Kolbe,  P.  0.  Drawer  I6IO-A,  Crestline,  CA 
92325  at  a cost  of  only  $15.00  postpaid.  George  has  told  me  that 
the  press  run  will  be  limiited  to  only  975  copies,  so  it  would  be 
wise  to  send  your  order  as  soon  as  possible. 

I should  miention  here  that  I attend  nearly  all  of  the  miajor  numis- 
matic literature  sales  in  this  country,  and  am  always  niore  than 
happy  to  act  as  an  agent  for  any  bidders.  Naturally,  anyone  can 
bid  by  mail  in  public  auctions;  however,  experience  has  shown  that 
bidders  do  have  an  advantage  by  utilizing  the  services  of  an  agent. 

An  agent  who  is  knowledgeable  and  an  astute  and  subtle  bidder  can 
often  save  winning  buyers  a substantial  amount  of  money  at  public 
sales.  Also,  an  agent  has  an  opportunity  to  examine  each  lot  in 
the  offering,  and  can  somietimes  discover  ’’sleepers,”  undergraded 
or  overgraded  pieces,  and  obtain  a feel  for  the  tempo  generated 
by  other  bidders  in  attendance.  I can  recall  one  instance  at  a 
sale  several  years  ago  when  I was  able  to  obtain  a piece  for  a 
client  at  substantially  less  than  the  underbidder  had  previously 
told  me  he  was  willing  to  pay.  I had  informiCd  him  that  I was 
also  bidding  on  the  book  for  a client  who  was  willing  to  pay  about 
the  same  price,  or  even  a little  more  if  necessary  to  knock  down 
the  piece.  When  the  lot  came  up,  the  underbidder  kept  eyeing  me 
nervously,  offered  a few  token  bids,  shrugged,  and  dropped  his 
bid  card.  Actually,  my  client  had  not  authorized  miC  to  bid  any- 
where near  what  the  underbidder  was  willing  to  spend;  but  at  the 
sarnie  tinie,  I was  able  to  obtain  the  book  at  about  forty  percent  of 
miy  limit!  To  be  specific,  I was  comimiissioned  to  bid  $1,500.00  on 
the  piece,  and  I purchased  it  for  $625.00.  After  adding  in  my  fee 
of  five  percent,  the  buyer  still  only  paid  $656.25,  which  was 
$843.75  less  than  he  had  been  willing  to  pay.  I believe  that,  had 
the  buyer  submitted  a mail  bid  in  this  particular  sale,  the  under- 
bidder miight  have  been  more  inclined  to  continue  bidding.  He  might 
even  have  purchased  the  itemi,  but  certainly,  if  he  didn’t,  he  still 
would  have  forced  the  buyer  to  pay  miuch  miOre  than  he  actually  did. 

If  you  are  interested  in  having  mie  act  as  your  agent  at  the  Kolbe 
sale  in  June,  or  for  any  other  literature  auction,  feel  free  to 
call  on  me  at  any  time.  As  mentioned,  my  fee  is  a very  nominal 
five  percent  for  all  winning  bids  executed.  Naturally,  there  is 
no  charge  for  unsuccessful  bids.  I would  also  like  to  state  that 
I attend  many  coin  auctions,  and  likewise,  am  happy  to  perform  the 
same  service  at  these  sales. 


The  following  letter  arrived  recently  in  response  to  my  subscription 
solicitation  in  the  last  issue  of  the  Repository . 

Dear  Cal , 

Just  received  the  March  1984  Repository  and,  as  usual,  enjoyed  it 
thoroughly,  except  that  it  was  missing  pages  5 and  8 which  were  left 
blank.  (Another  copy  was  sent  - CW ) . 

I concur  with  your  remarks  about  the  cost  of  the  Repository  and, 
therefore,  have  included  my  check  for  $6.00  for  the  next  six  issues, 
a price  I feel  is  well  worth  the  value  received. 

The  charges  for  catalogs  is  another  matter.  For  the  same  reason  I 
don*t  pay  for  my  Sears  catalog,  I won’t  pay  for  yours.  The  catalog 
is  part  of  your  advertising  - the  items  you  offer  for  sale.  Since 
I am  an  active  buyer  of  Sears  products,  their  catalogues  are  sent 
to  me  without  additional  charge.  Similarly,  I receive  Bowers  and 
Merena,  Stack’s,  Heritage,  Melnick,  Mclntire,  Lepczyk,  Kolbe  and 
other  catalogs  without  charge  because  I am  a frequent  buyer  of  the 
material  they  offer.  I would  expect  the  same  from  your  firm. 

I have  paid  for  catalogs  in  the  past,  but  only  until  I ordered  an 
item  offered  for  sale  or  participated  successfully  in  the  partic- 
ular company’s  auctions. 

I sincerely  hope  you  will  consider  this  matter  and  continue  mailing 
your  catalogs  to  me.  I have  purchased  from  you  in  the  past  and  would 
expect  to  in  the  future.  The  material  you  have  offered  in  the  past 
has  been  as  advertised  and  fairly  priced.  I consider  you  a reputable 
and  respected  dealer. 

I will  accept  your  decision  in  this  matter.  I will  have  no  hard 
feelings,  realizing,  of  course,  that  whatever  you  do  is  felt  to  be 
in  the  best  interest  of  your  business. 

Very  truly  yours. 

Name  and  address  withheld. 

I appreciate  the  writer’s  comments  in  this  matter,  and  actually 
agree  with  him  wholeheartedly.  Years  ago  when  I was  an  active  coin 
collector  and  dealer,  I also  was  an  aggressive  buyer  at  auctions. 

I,  too,  generally  expected  complimentary  copies  of  the  catalogues 
emitted  by  those  firms  with  whom  I did  business.  And,  even  though  I 
do  not  buy  coins  any  longer,  I still  receive  catalogues  from  many 
of  the  leading  numismatic  dealerships.  Occasionally,  these  firms 
do  offer  nice  books,  and  when  they  do,  I often  bid  in  the  sales.  I 
have  noticed,  however,  that  in  the  past  couple  of  years  a growing 
number  of  dealers  are  scrutinizing  their  mailing  lists  very  closely, 
and  are  constantly  eliminating  the  ’’freebies"  to  inactive  buyers. 
Naturally,  any  collector  who  has  continued  to  be  a strong  buyer  can 
expect  to  continue  receiving  the  complimentary  publications.  My  own 
personal  policy  is  no  different.  Of  course  I send  free  copies  of  my 
sale  catalogues  to  a large  number  of  long-time  customers  who  have 
patronized  my  business  on  a regular  basis.  At  the  same  time,  I am 
continually  deleting  names  of  those  who  have  not  indicated  a tendancy 
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t2  purchase  material  from  mie . Sometimes,  this  can  be  a negative 
procedure,  as  a given  customer  may  not  have  purchased  anything 
simply  because  I had  not  offered  what  he  was  seeding.  Often,  a 
short  note  or  letter  fromi  a prospective  customer  will  help  me  in 
my  decision  as  to  whether  or  not  to  keep  him  on  my  mailing  list. 

My  basic  policy  is  to  place  new  customers  on  my  mailing  list  and 
to  send  them  miy  publications  for  one  year.  At  the  end  of  that 
period,  I will  continue  to  keep  them  on  my  mailing  list  if  they 
have  purchased  material  from  me,  or  at  least  submitted  valid  (though 
perhaps  unsuccessful)  bids  in  my  sales.  If  not,  I will  offer  them 
the  opportunity  to  subscribe  to  my  publications.  The  solicitation 
accom^panyi ng  the  last  Repository  was  sent  to  every  customer  on  my 
mailing  list.  The  regular  buyers,  for  the  most  part,  know  who  they 
are,  and  the  miajority  of  these  collectors  did  not  return  the  sub- 
scription form  (although,  surpisingly,  many  did).  Nevertheless, 
these  customers  will  continue  to  receive  all  of  my  catalogues, 
price  lists  and  newsletters.  But,  I cannot  afford  to  send  free 
copies  to  everyone,  and  those  individuals  who  have  not  previously 
purchased  material  from  me,  and  who  did  not  subscibe,  will  no  longer 
receive  my  mailings.  It  is  a case  of  simple  economics.  Incident- 
ally, the  author  of  the  letter  which  instigated  this  diatribe  has 
been  assured  that  he  will  continue  to  receive  my  catalogues.  He 
does  buy  books. 

***#*#**#****#*##****»*****#»*#*******#*#**##*********##*######*#*** 

In  the  above  diatribe,  as  well  as  in  previous  issues  of  W . N . R . , I 
have  stated  that  I no  longer  purchase  coins.  Ironically,  that  sit- 
uation changed  recently  while  I was  attending  the  1984  Convention 
of  Early  American  Coppers,  Inc.  Although,  never  a serious  collec- 
tor of  copper  coins,  as  a literature  dealer  I have  long  held  the 
collectors  of  these  fascinating  pieces  in  very  high  esteem,  as  this 
group  of  hobbyists  seems  to  truly  exemplify  the  original  noble  in- 
tent of  the  hobby.  They  cherish  their  coins  - not  so  much  as  a sure 
fire  way  to  riches,  a can’t  miss  investment,  etc.,  but  because  of 
the  beauty,  mystery  and  sense  of  American  history  which  surrounds 
each  piece.  These  individuals  are  true  numismatists  who  thoroughly 
appreciate  and  study  their  area  of  the  hobby.  Serious  copper  col- 
lectors have  long  been  many  of  my  best  customers.  Indeed,  I fine  it 
difficult  to  maintain  virtually  any  major  references  on  copper  coins 
These  works  are  generally  snapped  up  as  soon  as  I obtain  them.  In 
any  event,  during  EAC  ’84,  for  the  third  time  in  my  life,  I was  bit- 
ten by  the  coin  bug.  But,  unlike  my  previous  excursions  into  the 
hobby,  this  time  I have  selected  to  collect  in  an  area  which  is,  for 
the  most  part,  still  underappreciated  and  often  misunderstood  by  to- 
day’s hobbyist.  Colonials!  These  fascinating  coins  seem  to  be  some 
what  available  in  middle  grades,  and  they  offer,  at  the  same  time, 
an  opportunity  to  possess,  at  very  nominal  prices,  some  of  the  most 
interesting,  significant  and  historical  pieces  emmitted  in  America. 
My  first  purchase,  from  a well  known  and  respected  New  York  dealer, 
was  a 1787  New  Jersey  Cent  (Maris  48-g).  The  coin  is  a nice  problem 
free  fine  exam^ple  for  which  I paid  far  less  than  $100.00.  Actually, 
the  majority  of  coins  in  the  various  colonial  series  are  priced  at 
quite  low  levels,  relative  to  their  true  population.  Now,  I’m  not 
going  to  get  rich,  but  I'm  going  to  have  a lot  of  fun  with  these 
pieces  for  years  to  come.  That's  what  it's  all  about. 

CAL  WILSON  - 38228  GLENMOOR  DR.,  FREMONT,  CA  94536  (415)  792-4133 


